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NEW DELHI: Government today said the request of Bharti Airtel and two Anil Ambani firms seeking partial exit from Universal Service Obligation Fund (USOF) 

agreement for shared mobile infrastructure in rural areas has not been accepted. 

Reliance Communications, Reliance Telecom and Bharti airtel have requested for partial exit from USOF agreement for sharing mobile infrastructure scheme in rural 

areas, Minister of State for IT and Communications Milind Deora said in a written reply to Lok Sabha. 

In 2007, a scheme was launched under the Universal Service Obligation Fund (USOF) to provide subsidy support for setting up and managing 7,871 infrastructure 

sites (telecom towers) in 500 districts, in specified rural and remote areas. 

Reliance Communications wants to exit from 4,537 sites out of total of 4,774, while Reliance Telecom wants to quit from 751 out of total 3641 sites. Bharti airtel had 

sought permission to exit from 81 sites out of 1,174. 

"However, government has not accepted their requests," Deora added. 

As per the provisions of the USOF agreement, each tower infrastructure site is to be shared by three different Universal Service Providers (USPs) for provisioning of 

mobile services. Therefore, despite the non-provisioning of mobile services by one or two USPs, the mobile connectivity to concerned rural area is made available 

by the remaining USP(s). 

Moreover, mobile services are being provided in rural areas by other services providers from non-USOF supported site as well. 

The Government has not accepted the request of exit seeking companions as there is no exit provision in the USOF agreement. 

Apart from this, government has also constituted a high level committee to consider all aspects with regard to delay in roll-out of mobile service under the USOF 

scheme and to suggest appropriate action that may be required, taking into consideration the facts and circumstances of the case. 

Recently, two ADAG firms were fined a total of Rs 5.49 crore for shutting down rural telephone services during 2010-11, in violation of the USOF agreement. 

10 AUG, 2011, 02.41PM IST, PTI 

Bharti Airtel, Reliance Telecom, Reliance Communications want partial exit from 
USOF scheme

Jobs For 2-10 Yrs Exp : www.Shine.Com/Teaching_Jobs - Jobs For 2-10 Yrs Exp Professionals Submit Your 
Resume On Shine.com Now

Cheap calls from anywhere : www.economycalling.com - Call from anywhere and enjoy low rates. Try it today!
Ads by Google

Get a Quote

Type Company Name

Browse Companies

A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z | 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

Home | News | Markets | Personal Finance | Mutual Funds | Infotech | Jobs | Opinion | Features | Videos | My Portfolio

Other Times Group news sites
Times of India | इकनॉ�मक टाइ	स
ઈકોનોિમક ટાઈ	સ |Mumbai Mirror

Times Now | Indiatimes

नवभारत टाइ	स | महारा�� टाइ	स

Living and entertainment
Timescity | iDiva | Bollywood | Zoom

Networking
itimes | Dating & Chat | Email

Hot on the Web
Hotklix | Bangalore Deals

Rakhi Gifts for Sister | Rakhi Gifts 

for Brother |Deals in Delhi

Chennai Deals |Mumbai Deals

Services
Book print ads |Online shopping | Business solutions | Book domains |Web hosting

Business email | Free SMS | Free email |Website design | CRM | Tenders | Remit

Cheap air tickets |Matrimonial |Ringtones |Astrology | Jobs | Property | Buy car

Bikes in India |Online Deals

About us / Advertise with us / Careers @ TIL / Terms of use / Privacy Policy / Feedback / Sitemap / Code of Ethics Copyright© 2011 Times Internet Limited. All rights reserved.

Page 1 of 1Bharti Airtel, Reliance Telecom, Reliance Communications want partial exit from USOF ...

8/10/2011http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/articleshow/9553158.cms?prtpage=1


